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Cover artwork
The front cover is adapted from the Eucharistomen (meaning: We thank you). The 
Eucharistomen is exhibited in the Grand Hall of St Thomas’. 

This exquisite and critically acclaimed  artwork, came together as a collaboration of 
universally renowned artists - whose fame means they are recognised by just their first 
names. The reader will, of course, recognise in an instant such household names as: 
Alesia, Abi, Bryson, Gemima, Jack, Janelle, Johan, Lynda, Mila, Nate, Ocean, Remya, 
Theo, Thierry and Vada. 

The artists came together in this world first venture to pay tribute to two - Andrew and 
Ruth - who have dually inspired each of  the artists in such 
holistic creativity - as so wonderfully revealed in the 
Eucharistomen. 

It is a sheer wonder and delight to see how the artists have 
blended the very earthy - flora and fauna (birds fly in flocks, 
a variety of butterflies flutter, flowers of many colours and 
leaves in abundance) with the interstellar (stars and sun). It is 
also very atmospheric with sky, clouds and even a glorious 
rainbow! It is as if a sublime melody springs forth to the 
viewer, enhancing the sense of this work. 

The Eucharistomen is a work of Chalk on Blackboard. 
This now obscure medium is an ancient form of artistry almost completing forgotten 
but, these artists have resurrected it! It is no doubt that this work will inspire a new 
generation of artists and bring about a renaissance in this medium. 

Chalk on Blackboard are not works which have typically been kept for posterity; so 
often it is here one day and gone the next. It is no doubt, however, that the 
Eucharistomen will endure, held deeply in the hearts of Andrew and Ruth.

The Eucharistomen - exhibited at the Grand Hall, St Thomas’ for a short time only

Artists came 
together in this 
world first venture 
to pay tribute to 
two - Andrew and 
Ruth - who have 
dually inspired each 
of  the artists in such 
holistic creativity
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From Joshua - Assistant MINISTER
LOCKDOWN ASPIRATIONS, LOCKDOWN REALITIES 
Can you remember back to the start of the lockdown? When 
government restrictions were first laid down, and it became clearly 
and quickly real to us all that corona virus was a reality we had to face and change 
our lives around? What I remember most about those first weeks is how people 
spoke about this new moment. Aspirations were high: bread making, fitness goals, 
reading lists, music practice, and project finishing were all touted and 
encouraged. Only two weeks later this was replaced by a swathe of articles and 
social-commentators said, ‘no: we don’t have to achieve anything’. They stressed 
the taxing nature of being at home, educating kids, and having our normal life 
taken from us. This switch of positions seemed, to me at least, to suggest we 
really all had no idea. 

On reflection I know that switch all too well. It’s the gap between our aspirations, 
and real life. It probably took one week for us all to catch on, but we all know it. It’s 
easy to aspire. It’s easy to dream and plan. It’s easy because all we are doing is 
projecting our values and our best hopes for our own lives into the future. We’re 
stating what we would like to be the case.  

I have this struggle with books. I have realised that there are many more books I 
would like to have read, in the past, than there are books I would like to read, 
presently. That is, I want to be able to say or know about myself I have read the 
works of Plato or Aquinas, but I can never seem to bring myself to do it. I have 
bought many more books than I have read, for this reason. It’s easy to buy a book, 
harder to read it. 

To put it more concretely, most 
of us know this thought at the 
end of the day: 

So, what should Christians do 
with this all too common and all 
too easy gap between what we 
aspire to, and what we manage 
to do? As you may expect, we 
must spot both grace and sin. 

Sin tells us that there is 
something to be weary of here, 
within ourselves. There is the wilfulness of sin lurking, where we are perpetrators

Why are the nights 
Clear 
About life and wants and hopes 
Possibility like the stretching black  
Blanket that the earth pulls over herself again. 
The morning will bring a haze and  
The slow start a slow living  
And then again as she rolls into slumber again  
I’ll think of all the things I could have done, and might do  
Again.
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Series/service Date Title Scripture Preacher

Colossians 5 Jul Christ in you, the 
hope of glory Col 1:24-2:5 John C

12 Jul Fullness of Life in 
Christ Col 2:6-15 Cathy A

19 Jul Christ is the 
Substance Col 2:16-23 Joshua M

26 Jul Our Code of 
Conduct Col 3:1-11 John C

2 Aug Our Code of 
Conduct Col 3:12-17 Joshua M

For additional readings please see elvanto or request a copy of the -  
2020 Planner and & Sermon Series   

by emailing admin@sttoms.org

Sermon Series

We continue looking at the short, yet content rich, letter of the Apostle Paul to the 
Colossians. At the end of his letter, Paul states, “After this letter has been read to 
you, see that it is also read in the church of the Laodiceans and that you in turn 
read the letter from Laodicea.” It would be wonderful to have that letter too; 
however, there are some scholars who make a case that the letter known to us as 
Ephesians is actually the letter to the Laodiceans! 

Note: English service is streamed at 10am on Youtube.

Ruins at Laodicea

mailto:admin@sttoms.org
mailto:admin@sttoms.org
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Welcome back Jacksons

The Jacksons are back and have received a 
wonderful welcome. Last month Fiona and Michael 
Dowling brought the gifts of many together and 
had them put into the house ready for the 
Jacksons.  

On their arrival they found 6 bags of groceries, a meal, 
card, gift vouchers and flowers! The Jacksons were blown 
away with these gifts and expressions of love and welcome. They have 
expressed their sincere gratitude.  

Thank you to everyone who was able to contribute and especially to Fiona 
for orchestrating it all.
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Missions News
St Tom’s recently received an appeal letter from BCA, one of the mission 
organisations we support. Parish Council have requested that BCA’s letter be 
published in this Newsletter. 

Dear St Tom’s, 

Therefore in the east give glory to the Lord; exalt the name of the Lord, 
the God of Israel, in the islands of the sea. 

ISAIAH 24:15 

I write to you in a time of great uncertainty with the rise of COVID-19 across the 
world, the suspension of church gatherings, as well as the aftermath of bushfire 
and the ongoing drought. We are thankful that there is one hope we can cling on 
to; the certainty of our Saviour Jesus Christ.  

It is this certainty that has seen Bush Church Aid Missioners and Field Staff go the 
distance for 101 years spreading the good news across the red dirt, the dry plains 
and even over the sea! 

The message of hope has been more important than ever for Kangaroo Island 
Field Staff Brad & Joh Henley after the devastation of the December 2019 and 
January 2020 bushfires: 
 
Summer was unsettling for the whole of Kangaroo Island.  We are a close-knit 
community and when part of the island suffers, the whole island is impacted. We 
have been ministering with islanders who have lost things ranging from houses, 
employment, stock, and fencing, through to the children who lost their summer 
holiday. Many children were evacuated from home numerous times, or didn’t see 
their parents for weeks on end because they 
were fighting fires.   

Going The Distance on Kangaroo Island 
means listening to people’s stories, praying 
with them and for them, and sharing 
encouragement from God’s word of the peace 
and true security we have in Christ. We plan to 
run some marriage courses in the coming 
months and years because marriages often 
suffer, or break after an intensely traumatic

To support the vital work in 
spreading the good news to 
Kangaroo Island and beyond 
we need your help to reach a 
$200,000 goal by 30 June.   
I urge you to give generously 
today to ensure that BCA can 
continue to reach more 
Australians for Christ in 2020.
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event like this. Your partnership in the gospel through 
prayer and giving is vital.   

The community of Norfolk Island, with a population of 
1800, has long been ministered to by Anglican Clergy but 
until self-government was abolished in 2016, ministers were only allowed to stay 
for a maximum of two years. Islanders in the past have been wary of outsiders 
according to BCA Field Staff David & Crystal Fell: There is a local saying – ‘we see 
them come, we see them go, some too fast and some too slow!’  

The Fells, who moved to Norfolk Island in 2015, have just extended their term – 
giving them an unprecedented opportunity to continue building relationships.  

As the only full-time minister on the island, David has many opportunities to 
spread the good news of Jesus – through his weekly radio program, during 
Sunday Services as well as weekly Kids’ Club and the Youth Group that he assists 
with. David has just established a new initiative which is starting to gain traction in 
the community: 

‘Open House’ are public lectures, currently on church history, which I hold every 
second Wednesday night at the church. You may ask, why church history? Norfolk 
Islanders love their history – the island has a multi-layered history of seafarers, 
convicts and mutineers. They aren’t always confident to come to a Bible Study 
where they may be put on the spot or feel exposed. I’ve gone a bit more old 
school like the Bible Class from yesteryear. You sit, have a cup of tea and the 
minister does all the heavy lifting. We have had 25 people each fortnight and 
some who don’t normally come to church – it has been a great encouragement. I 
pray that the seeds that are sown will bring long-term fruit. God knows what this 
fruit will be.  

Please prayerfully consider making a donation to help spread the good news of 
Jesus across the sea, the red dirt and the dry plains. BCA can only continue to 
bring the message of hope through your prayers and generosity.  

In Christ, 

Greg Harris

National Director, Bush Church Aid 

P.S. Today we launched our 2020 Mid Year Appeal. Our goal is to raise $200,000 to help spread 
the good news of Jesus across the sea, the red dirt and the dry plains but we can’t do it without 
your help. Will you pray with us and make a gift to help us meet this goal?

D
id

 yo
u kno

w
 - S To

m
’s  sup

p
o

rts a num
b

er o
f m

issio
n o

rg
anisatio

ns and
, in line w

ith o
ur values,  

w
e g

ive 10%
 o

f o
ur inco

m
e to

w
ard

s lo
cal and

 internatio
nal m

issio
ns.

BACKGROUND PHOTO: FINGAL TAS, AUSTRALIA. PHOTO BY KIM SUTCLIFFE ON UNSPLASH



 
July 20 �8

LIVING+GROWING+SERVING+PROCLAIMING IN CHRIST

YVONNE EDWARDS IS 
HEADING OUT FOR HER NEXT 
VENTURE

Dear St Tom’s family, 

It is always such a joy to come home and 
find smiles, hugs and a great welcome 
when I walk back in the door. This time 
was no different in that regard but 
different because I did not know how 
short that part of my time in Australia 
would be. While I have enjoyed online 
church and small group I have also 
missed meeting with you and telling you 
my story. I would have loved to have told 
you of the challenges and beauty of my 
time in Pakistan. I would have loved to 
have asked you to walk with me through 
the grief and sadness of leaving Nepal 
and KISC.  
When I began this journey over 6 years 
ago I chose for my prayer card the 
Proverbs verse-  
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and 
lean not on your own understanding but 
in all your ways acknowledge Him and He 
will make your paths straight” 3:5-6. I 
chose it for a very different time and with 
very different things in my mind than I 
have now. It has been part of my journey 
to begin to understand that the things of 
God do not change and the advice to 
trust in Him is still as important as ever. I 
suspect grieving on my own was God 
showing me a way to lean more fully into 
Him, to trust Him and His ways rather 
than my own. 

With this in mind and some special 
blessings encouraging me to keep going I 
have accepted a new position with my 
organisation in a different country. My 
passion is still for teaching kids so their 
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parents can stay on the field. I am delighted to 
have found a Christian school similar to my last 
one; in Istanbul, Turkey. About the same size, 
teaching the same curriculum and catering to 
nearly 30 different nationalities. I will be teaching 
science and geography as well as being a home 
room teacher again. The city and the country are 
quite different. I will be going from a Hindu country 
to a Muslim country and from a relatively small city 
to one with over 30 million people (more than the entire population of Australia or 
Nepal).  

As I go at the end of this month I want to thank you for all your love and support 
over the last six years and want to invite you to come with me on the next 
unexpected part of the path God is leading me on. I cannot do it without you. 

Shalom 

Yvonne


If you would like to receive a copy of my 
newsletters directly, please email me on 
yvonnenepal@gmail.com and I will add you or they 
can be found on Elvanto.  
You can also find weekly posts on my Facebook 
page

facebook.com/yvonne.edwards.1656

‘It has been part of my journey to 
begin to understand that the 
things of God do not change and 
the advice to trust in Him is still 
as important as ever.’

PrayerAll are welcome at our weekday 8 o’clock, morning and 
evening devotions. Join us by clicking these links: 

zoom.us/j/403155549 

PW: Morning

zoom.us/j/567275867 

PW: Evening

weekly morning and evening prayer

http://zoom.us/j/567275867
http://facebook.com/yvonne.edwards.1656
http://facebook.com/yvonne.edwards.1656
http://zoom.us/j/567275867
http://zoom.us/j/403155549
http://zoom.us/j/403155549
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Letter from
Dear St Tom’s 

Whitehorse Churches Care Ltd (WCC). has now been 
operating for nearly 10 months. Our cooperation as 
churches and the formal organisation of WCC has 
been so timely as our Nation has confronted 
COVID-19 and all of us have walked this uncertain 
journey together. Having a formal presence as the 
churches of Whitehorse has given us a new visibility and rising favour in our City. 

UPDATE 
WCC was established to provide an organisational structure to facilitate the 
churches of Whitehorse working together to respond to needs in our community 
and also to foster unity between the churches. The Winter Shelter was a 
considerable focus point for 2020 with the expectation that this would be an initial 
major project, and would lead to other opportunities to work together in various 
ways as the needs became more apparent. 

Much work has been done towards the shelter, however Covid-19 has made it 
difficult to continue in the planned form. Various conversations are continuing 
with council, service providers and accommodation facilities in the hope that 
there might be alternate ways for the churches to respond to people experiencing 
homelessness this year. We also continue to work towards the Whitehorse Winter 
Shelter in 2021, with council building surveyors working with churches towards 
suitable temporary permits. 

While our expectations for the shelter have had to be adjusted, other 
opportunities have emerged enabling us to respond to needs that have arisen 
due to Covid-19. Food relief and phone support have been particularly 
welcomed. Individuals who don’t qualify for other services have been supported, 
school chaplains have been able to provide hampers for families that are 
struggling and also the internet to children that were falling behind, the local 
police and SalvoCare have received and distributed well over 200 hampers to 
others in need, and the council has called upon the churches to provide 
assistance to people forced to isolate - it has been an encouraging time with the 
body of Christ working together!  

Our church leaders - pastors, ministers and priests - have been gathering 
fortnightly for a zoom meeting in which we encourage each other and pray for our 

Thank you for the financial, prayerful and 
practical support of St Thomas Anglican 
Church. The encouraging update in this 
letter would not be possible without your 
committed support as a member church.
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city. This fellowship group has grown in recent weeks and provides a wonderful 
opportunity for connection and mutual support. We are building unity as the 
people of God and capacity for the work to which God is calling us. 

And, there are exciting new possibilities stretching into 2021 as well. The 
Whitehorse City Council have corresponded with us indicating their intention to 
partner with the Whitehorse Church in the recovery plan for the City. Also, we are 
in conversation with Korus Connect about the work of Ian Bunston, the 
Community Connector in Box Hill, and discussing possible plans for a more 
integrated approach to this ministry and its relationship with Whitehorse 
Churches Care. 

FINANCES 
COVID-19 has confounded all our budgets. We appreciate the significant 
challenges that each church is facing in its budgeting and planning. 
St Thomas has given generously towards WCC with an expectation that we would 
launch the Winter Shelter program in June 2020. Clearly the pandemic has 
impacted these original plans but there is still an ongoing financial need. We have 
reframed our strategic approach and our budgeting considerations as follows. 

We are exercising great care in spending amid the present uncertainties. 
We have applied for all relevant government assistance to supplement and 
support the remuneration of our one staff person (Kerryn Pell, Executive 
Officer of WCC). The vast majority of our activity is volunteer supported, 
including the many hours put in by the Board. 
Winter Shelter start-up activity is proceeding. This includes such things as 
formal permits for Winter Shelter church venues, trailer, beds & bedding, 
Stable One affiliation licensing, etc. This has a significant cost. 
Alternative models of support for the homeless in Whitehorse are still under 
consideration. 
New priorities have emerged in the current crisis including the Relief Centre 
and supporting the City of Whitehorse Recovery Plan. We are able to engage 
efficiently because of the church’s financial support. 
There is a significant opportunity for us in 2021. The impact of the churches of 
Whitehorse working together could grow significantly should we choose to 
partner with Korus Connect and embrace a ministry of chaplaincy (‘Community 
Connectors’) in the major shopping centres in Whitehorse.  

We need your continuing support - similar to and greater than last year. Later in 
the year we will be fund raising for the 2021 budget. There is enormous potential 
for advancing God’s mission in Whitehorse through our cooperation as local
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churches. The WCC. is a vehicle for this. We need the generous support of our 
member churches to enable this good work. 

We appreciate that your budget planning for late 2020 and throughout 2021 will 
be fraught with uncertainty and very possibly impacted by reduced income. As 
churches we will walk this road together. May we encourage you to place a 
significant priority on our shared work and set aside funds for WCC 
in your planning process. Donations above $2 are tax-deductible. 

May God’s grace and strength continue with you in this season 
and empower your ministry in every way.

of pride or would rather control our destinies. There is also the pervasive, less 
deliberate and more subtle side of sin; we live in a world affected by sin as victims. 
We are pushed by one another’s insecurity to expect too much of ourselves, and 
we cannot help it even though we must resist it. 

Grace is, always, harder to spot and name than sin (Eugene Peterson). Hunger lives 
within us. We want for a full life, a life abounding. We want to be bread-makers, 
healthy people, who are not encumbered by the sluggishness of fallen flesh. The 
aspirations may sometimes be the Spirit prompting us, as a gift from God, that 
there are things to repent of, and a learning that we could live tomorrow 
differently. Maybe we could never have done all of those things, but maybe we 
could have done one of them for the good of our neighbour or to the glory of 
God.  

To navigate these intertwined truths, our Christian heritage bequeaths to us a 
tradition: the Examen. The Examen is an end-of-day practice, that calls us to a still 
prayer, recollecting the day, and laying it to rest. Happily there is much room for 
making this personal and inventive. It settles us for sleep, offers us a chant to give 
thanks, to repent, and to commit to change or growth. I’ll let you research the 
details, but in one way or another, it is a practice to repeat the day slowly in our 
minds and face God in each of those moments. Have a try. 
  

Christians had no upper hand on our neighbours for how to respond to corona 
virus. But we have a way of life in which we need not be subject to knee-jerk 
responses. It is more deliberate, more steady, and more passionate, for following 
Christ. So make bread, sure. But make bread to God’s glory. Be healthy and learn 
music, sure, but bend it to the good of your neighbours. Make the most of the 
changes we are in, yes, but not to measure-up to aspirations of this age. Rather, 
aspire to walk in step with the Spirit. 
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Community news

IN CASE YOU HAVEN’T HEARD! 

This gorgeous couple’s 
getting hitched!

Bethany Sim and 
Daniel Watts have 
announced their 
engagement! 
Congratulations 
Bethany and 
Daniel!

The Kenners 
are 
expecting!!

Congratulations Kenners!

Ellen and Jamin Kenner have announced 
the wonderful news that they are 
expecting a baby! Congratulations!

Rita and Ray have 
wonderful news 
too! They are 
expecting their first 
baby. 
Congratulations!

Rita & Ray 
and a baby makes 3

Congratulations  

NGs!
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In other news

12TH ISCAST CONFERENCE ON SCIENCE AND CHRISTIANITY 
10–12 JULY 2020  

Go to: iscastcosac.org

MOVING TO A POST-COVID ST THOMAS’ 
8:30am Service Returning 5th July 

By God’s grace, Australia is recovering well from COVID-19, unfortunately 
Victoria has had a set back. 

We cautiously moving forward and, as planned, will have our first gathering at 
the 8:30 service on the 5th of July. 

COVID SAFE TEAM 
We now have a team who will ensure St Thomas is compliant with safety 
procedures and recommendations coming from Melbourne Diocese. 

There is now a COVID Safety Team (Ruth Kernebone, Ida Mak and 
Zenia Mak) with Cecil Mak as the COVID Safety Officer! 

Thank you to this team for being willing and making yourself available for 
this important task. 

What About Our Other Services? 
We will send updates regarding future decisions about recommencing our other 
services - hopefully sooner rather than later.

https://iscastcosac.org
https://iscastcosac.org
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If you consider St Tom’s your church then please prayerfully consider giving 
financially to its ministry. The running of St Tom’s relies upon the generosity of its 
members. Below you can see the amounts which are required on a monthly 
basis for running our church.  
There are many ways to give financially, such as: 

Direct Debit (see account details below) 

Online with a Credit or Debit Card - go to sttoms.org/give 

Cash or Cheque, into the offering taken up during our services 

Most people find giving either by Direct Debit, or online, the most convenient 
way and setting their giving to reoccur monthly or weekly. 

Finances

If you are a visitor today, our service is a gift to you. 
For those who are regular members we encourage giving electronically:

Account Name BSB Account No.
Monthly 

Required

General Account St Thomas 
Burwood 063-112 1039 7091 $ 30,800

Building Fund St Thomas ADF 
Building Fund 703-122 0500 5091 $ 3,800

Necessitous 
Circummstances 
(Tax-deductible)

St Thomas 
Burwood 063-112 1054 9390 

St Tom’s Hope 
(Tax-deductible)

St Toms Hope 
LTD

633-000 159591023

Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 

2 Corinthians 9:7 NIV

Giving

http://sttoms.org/give
http://sttoms.org/give
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Con tac t  De ta i l s

Child Safety Officers
Kerryn Gijsbers kgijsbers@hotmail.com 0481 395 236

Sylvia Wu Law羅胡穗琳 sylvia_forgive@hotmail.com 0433 092 368

Staff
John Carrick Lead Minister johnc@sttoms.org 0412 438 021

Joshua Millard Assistant Minister joshuam@sttoms.org 0450 638 890

Terence Ng Lay Chinese Minister terencen@sttoms.org 0421 006 439

Joey Chan Assistant Lay Chinese 
Minister

joeyc@sttoms.org 0481 238 631

Denise Clarke Small Groups Ministry 
Coordinator

denisec@sttoms.org 0438 595 527

Brenton Ward Ministry Coordinator brentonw@sttoms.org 0408 338 004

Amos Fong Admin Assistant admin@sttoms.org 9808 3250

Rita Ng 吳伍婉儀 Chinese Admin Assistant ch.admin@sttoms.org 9808 3250

Russell Gray 
(volunteer)

Prayer Circle prayer@sttoms.org 0405 110 123

St Tom’s Hope Staff
Trami Truong St Tom’s Hope 

Community Outreach
tramit@sttoms.org 
hope@sttoms.org

Josephine 
Armstrong

English Class Coordinator josephinea@sttomshope.org

Graham Watt Kids Hope Coordinator kids_hope@sttoms.org

Paula Adams-
Grant

Coach Coordinator paulaa@sttomshope.org

Amos Fong Hope Admin admin@sttoms.org

Wardens
Ruth Kernebone ruthk@ozemail.com.au 0408 345 136
Lawrence Gerbert gebertll@gmail.com 0419 581 624
Ida Mak idascmak@gmail.com 0488 332 438

mailto:kgijsbers@hotmail.com
mailto:sylvia_forgive@hotmail.com
mailto:gebertll@gmail.com
mailto:tramit@sttoms.org
mailto:hope@sttoms.org
mailto:josephinea@sttomshope.org
mailto:kids_hope@sttoms.org
mailto:admin@sttoms.org
mailto:johnc@sttoms.org
mailto:joshuam@sttoms.org
mailto:terencen@sttoms.org
mailto:joeyc@sttoms.org
mailto:denisec@sttoms.org
mailto:admin@sttoms.org
mailto:ch.admin@sttoms.org

