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Dear friend, I pray that you may enjoy good health and that all 
may go well with you, even as your soul is getting along well.  

3 John 2 NIV 

The last time we gathered as a church community was, in light of what has 
happened since, an appropriate service. How so? Well we gathered as a 
whole church and celebrated Flavia’s baptism, Johan and Mia being confirmed, Emma 
making a wonderful reaffirmation of faith and Liz, Emma and Terence (our new Chinese 
Minister) being received into the Anglican Church. It was a highlight; a wonderful service of 
hope despite, the writing being on the wall, that such public gatherings would be stopped 
for some time. We didn’t realise just how soon!  

We also shared holy communion at that service - something we will not be doing together, in 
the one place, for some time. I am reminded of the last supper where Jesus says to the 
disciples, “I tell you, I will not drink from this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when 
I drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.” (Matt. 26:29 NIV) In less than 24 hours Christ 
would be dead and although Christ was raised three days later, he would not remain 
physically present with the disciples, rather he ascended into heaven. The disciples and, 
subsequently, the church would be bereft of our Lord’s physical presence until the fullness of 
God’s kingdom comes.  

As Christ approaches that time when he will leave his disciples, he looks forward to the their 
reunion when again their intimate fellowship and the drinking of ‘this fruit of the vine’ will be 
enjoyed. Until then Christ abstains from wine, the church waits for his coming (Titus 2:3, Heb 
9:28, Jam 5:7) and creation longs (Rom 8:19-25). This is a time abstinence, waiting and 
longing but always with hope as we see the day approaching (Heb 10:25). 

Our current situation of shut down is somewhat analogous. We are absent from one another, 
we wait and long with hope for the time we might be reunited. My prayer is that during this 
time the Holy Spirit would cause our love for one another to grow, that we will indeed 
experience that longing for each other so that when reunited we might experience 
wonderful joy. Although we will share communion online, I look forward to the day we will 
share it, physical present with one another. 

Finally, brothers and sisters, rejoice! Strive for full restoration, encourage one another, 
be of one mind, live in peace. And the God of love and peace will be with you. 
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

2 Cor 13:11-14 NIV 

John

From JOHN - LEAD MINISTER

Look out for biblical quotes at the bottom of each page, pertinent to our current 
situation.
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exodus

Sermon Series, Preaching Roster  
and Readings

We depart from our current series as we consider Holy Week; Jesus’ last week of 
his earthly ministry culminating in his death and victorious resurrection. 

Afterwards we’ll continue to follow Israel in their deliverance and redemption in 
Exodus, remembering that these things were written down for us (1 Cor 4:11).

Series/service Time Date Scripture Preacher

Palm Sunday 10:30am 5 Apr Matt 21:1-11 Joshua

Good Friday 11am 10 Apr Matt 27:15-54 
Isa 53:1-11

Various 
readers

Easter 
Sunday 10:30am 12 Apr Matt 28:1-10 Ruth

10:30am 19 Apr Ex 12:33-50 John

10:30am 26 Apr Ex 13:1-16 Joshua

For additional readings please see elvanto or request a copy of the -  
2020 Planner and & Sermon Series  by emailing admin@sttoms.org

Go, my people, enter your rooms and shut the doors behind you; hide yourselves 
for a little while  - Isaiah 26:20a NIV

mailto:admin@sttoms.org
mailto:admin@sttoms.org
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COVID-19 AND FAMILY VIOLENCE

In times of crisis, as a church community we seek to look after and support each 
other. Some people need extra support at this time. COVID-19 poses higher risk 
for the elderly, those with pre-existing conditions or those with jobs in certain 
industries. What is not so well known is that individuals experiencing family 
violence can also be exposed to additional dangers. 

Family violence and abuse are about power and control. Perpetrators can use any 
tool to exert control over another person and in the face of a health concern like 
COVID-19, they have more tools available for this: self-isolation, social distancing, 
and lock downs. Greater social isolation and reduced financial income make it 
more difficult for a victim/survivor to get support or leave if they wish to. 

Every person is created in the image of God, equally loved and equally valued. 
Violence and abusive behaviour is an affront to human dignity. It is never 
acceptable, never excusable and never tolerable. 

We can support each other by being aware that this might be something that 
people around us could be experiencing. We are not family violence professionals 
and can help by knowing where to get advice from those who are when we need 
it. 
Here are some key numbers we can call to get advice and guidance from experts: 

• 1800RESPECT have a helpline (1800 737 732) or webchat support 
at 1800RESPECT.org.au. Anyone can phone this number to get information or 
advice. They can provide support, assistance with safety planning, and 
information about local services. 1800RESPECT counsellors are experienced in 
how to handle situations sensitively. 

• If you are a man who needs help, or if you know a man who needs support, call 
the national Men’s Referral Service on 1300 766 491 or visit https://
www.ntv.org.au/.

Now listen, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to this or that city, spend a year 
there, carry on business and make money.” Why, you do not even know what will happen 
tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist that appears for a little while and then 
vanishes. Instead, you ought to say, “If it is the Lord’s will, we will live and do this or that.”   
- James 4:13-15 NIV

https://www.ntv.org.au/
https://www.ntv.org.au/
https://www.ntv.org.au/
https://www.ntv.org.au/
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PASTORAL CARE PLAN (PCP) 
During this challenging time, we know Jesus has conquered death and nothing 
can separate us from the love of God, neither ‘things present nor things to come’, 
Romans 8:38 
In our afflictions, our Father ‘the God of all consolation’ consoles us ‘so that we 
may be able to console those who are in affliction’, 2 Corinthians 1:3-4. 
With these things in mind, and facing current restrictions, our Pastoral Care Plan 
leaders want to still be able to respond to pastoral needs arising and increasing. 

What is the PCP?  
It’s a system where various gift sets are enabled to help us care for one another 
practically and spiritually. 
How does the PCP work? 
TRIAGE: St Toms STAFF and SMALL GROUP LEADERS should be contacted first 
for pastoral care needs. 
Ruth Newmarch - If you’re not sure who to contact, Ruth is the PCP staff 
representative and point person 0425 776 313 or ruthn@sttoms.org  

DELIVERY:  
Team leaders and their volunteers provide care services. 
Lawrence Gebert - PCP Coordinator. Lawrence leads the team (see below and 
following page) and can be contacted on gebertLL@gmail.com

• If children are involved or if the alleged perpetrator is a church worker, please 
contact the Anglican Diocese of Melbourne’s professional standards 
organisation, Kooyoora, on 1800 135 246 for advice on how to proceed and 
what your reporting requirements are. 

• In an emergency, call 000. 
• To find out more about what the Diocese of Melbourne is doing to prevent 

violence against women and get involved, see @MelbDiocesePVAW on 
Facebook and Twitter or www.melbourneanglican.org.au/PVAW 

Pastoral Care plan during hibernation

Do not forsake your friend or a friend of your family, 
  and do not go to your relative’s house when disaster strikes you— 
  better a neighbor nearby than a relative far away.   - Proverbs 27:10 NIV
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Denise Cooper Clarke - Small Groups. Denise oversees small group leaders who 
have mobilised their group members to check in regularly with one another. Small 
groups cannot meet physically, but several are meeting by video link. 
If you would like to be in a small group, please contact Denise 
denisec@sttoms.org or for young adults Joshua Millard joshuam@sttoms.org. It is 
still possible to join a small group that meets online.  

Neale Rees - Handyperson services. Neale will assess whether a request can be 
met with the team’s skills and Covid 19 restrictions. Please contact Neale on 
neale_rees@hotmail.com 

Russell Gray – Prayer ministry. Russell receives all prayer requests at 
prayer@sttoms.org and 44 St Tom’s members pray. Feel free to omit names for 
anonymity if appropriate. 

At the close of our online worship services there will be two people whose phone 
numbers will be displayed. Please text them and they will call you for prayer over 
the phone. 

Each morning and evening (excluding Sundays) at 8 o’clock, we have church-wide 
devotions together. You can join us by clicking these links: 

Morning Prayer https://zoom.us/j/403155549

Evening Prayer https://zoom.us/j/567275867

Peter Crandle – Transport. Peter coordinates travel to and from church on 
Sundays. If you can offer transport or may require it in the future, please email 
petercrandle1984@gmail.com. Former arrangements may need to be reassessed 
when normality returns. 

Lyndie Gebert – Meals. Lyndie has developed additional guidelines and 
requirements that still allow us to provide meals when anyone encounters 
difficulties. Contact Lyndie on gebertLL@gmail.com if you or someone you know 
requires a meal. If you are a cook, Lyndie will explain the new procedures that 
abide within the legal restrictions now in place.

 Surely your goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in 
the house of the LORD forever.  - Psalm 23:6 NIV
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Maddie Newmarch – Women’s Mentoring. Maddie links a mature Christian 
woman with a younger woman, from high school through her 20s. These sessions 
are now by phone or other media. If you would like to receive training to be a 
mentor, or if you would like a mentor to meet with once a month, please email 
madeleinenewmarch@gmail.com.  

ADDITIONALLY  
This may be exceptionally handy if job losses increase:  
Whitehorse Churches Care 
St Tom’s is a member of Whitehorse Churches Care. They organise Winter Shelter, 
among other things. 
They recently published this: 
If you or someone you know needs assistance with grocery items, they can register 
online via this link for assistance: http://flr.ms/3Tt

By  Ocean Yip

 These things I remember  
  as I pour out my soul: 
 how I used to go to the house of God 
  under the protection of the Mighty One 
 with shouts of joy and praise 
  among the festive throng. - Psalm 42:4 NIV
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STAMPS FOR BUSH CHURCH AID 
Please save your used stamps, especially those collected over 
Christmas for BCA as they get money for them. You are welcome 
to put the whole envelope in the stamp box in front of the office!

REMINDERS

ELVANTO PROFILE PICTURE 
Do you have a new photo you would like to use as your Elvanto 
profile picture? You can add a photo via your elvanto profile, or 
email your picture to admin@sttoms.org

UNAVAILABILITIES 
Please continue to add your unavailabilities into Elvanto as you become 
aware of them! This ensures the rostering is done smoothly and that 
you are not scheduled in for something you are not available for. If you 
come across any trouble with this, message Amos to let him know and 
he can put them in for you.

 I lie awake; I have become  
  like a bird alone on a roof. - Psalm 102:7 NIV

Good Friday  
and the Way of the Cross
For the first time this year St Tom’s was going to organise the Way of the Cross (an 
ecumenical stations of the cross walk alongside with churches in the Burwood 
area). This walk has a long tradition and we were excited about having the role of 
organising it and incorporating new ideas.  

Early on it was decided the the walk would be cancelled but this was done after 
some organising had already taken place. We will use the material 
we had planned for the day and incorporate this into our a Good 
Friday - Way of the Cross stream and invite our fellow churches to 
participate. 
More details to come in the lead up to Good Friday.
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Community News

The Anglican Diocese of Melbourne expects the highest standards of 
professional service from its clergy and lay people.  

The diocese is a full participant in the uniform professional standards scheme 
managed by an independent professional standards organisation, Kooyoora Ltd. 

A phone call to the above number will mean that your complaint will be handled 
by the staff of Kooyoora Ltd. who operate professional standards for the 
Anglican Dioceses of Bendigo and Melbourne. 

This is an independent, objective process adopted by the Anglican Diocese of 
Melbourne in 2016.

If you have need for advice or wish to make a complaint 
1800 135 246

THE OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS

LORD, you alone are my portion and my cup; 
  you make my lot secure. - Psalm 16:5 NIV

Behind the scenes Brenton Winter has been working away to organise for St 
Tom’s to go on the the NBN, which is now available.  

We have felt hamstrung in trying to stream services with our current service and 
believe that going to the NBN should result in a better quality stream by giving us 
great bandwidth. Initially the Service Provider told Brenton that it will be 4 weeks 
until we are connected.  

The prospect of 4 weeks with our current service is a concern. Brenton decided to 
ask his Small Group to pray. Brenton said, “We prayed about it at our small group 
and about 10 minutes later I received the text.” That text was concerning the date 
of connection. The good news is that  now it is booked for Wednesday 8 April! 
Thank God. Please pray that the connection happens without issue and meets our 
needs. 
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All illustrations by Colin Buchanan. For more great kids’ resources from Colin, go to compassion.com.au/colin
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Finances

If you consider St Tom’s your church then please prayerfully consider giving 
financially to its ministry. The running of St Tom’s relies upon the generosity of its 
members. Below you can see the amounts which are required on a monthly basis for 
running our church.  
There are many ways to give financially, such as: 

Direct Debit (see account details below) 

Online with a Credit or Debit Card - go to sttoms.org/give 

Cash or Cheque, into the offering taken up during our services 

Through the Anglican Development Fund, forms available outside 
the Admin office. 

Most people find giving either by Direct Debit or Online the most convenient way 
and setting their giving to reoccur monthly or weekly. 

We support a number of mission organisations and, in line with our values, we give 
10% of our income towards missions both local and international. 

Each of you should give what you have decided in your 
heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God 

loves a cheerful giver. 
2 Corinthians 9:7 NIV

Giving
If you are a visitor today, our service is a gift to you. 
For those who are regular members we encourage giving electronically:

Name BSB Account No. Monthly 
Required

General 
Account

St Thomas 
Burwood 063-112 1039 7091 $ 40,800

Building Fund
St Thomas 

ADF Building 
Fund

703-122 0500 5091 $ 3,800

http://sttoms.org/give
http://sttoms.org/give
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Con tac t  De ta i l s

Kerryn Gijsbers kgijsbers@hotmail.com 0481 395 236

Sylvia Wu Law羅胡穗琳 sylvia_forgive@hotmail.com 0433 092 368

John Carrick Lead Minister johnc@sttoms.org 0412 438 021

Ruth Newmarch Associate Minister / 
Generations Pastor

ruthn@sttoms.org 0425 776 313

Joshua Millard Youth & Young Adults 
Minister

joshuam@sttoms.org 0450 638 890

Joey Chan Lay Minister joeyc@sttoms.org 0481 238 631

Denise Clarke Small Groups Ministry 
Coordinator

denisec@sttoms.org 0438 595 527

Brenton Ward Ministry Coordinator brentonw@sttoms.org 0408 338 004

Amos Fong Admin Assistant admin@sttoms.org 9808 3250

Rita Ng 吳伍婉儀 Chinese Admin Assistant ch.admin@sttoms.org 9808 3250

Russell Gray 
(volunteer)

Prayer Circle prayer@sttoms.org 0405 110 123

Trami Truong St Tom’s Hope 
Community Outreach

tramit@sttoms.org 
hope@sttoms.org

Josephine Armstrong English Class Coordinator josephinea@sttomshope.org

Kids Hope Coordinator kids_hope@sttoms.org

Paula Adams-Grant Coach Coordinator paulaa@sttomshope.org

Ruth Kernebone ruthk@ozemail.com.au 0408 345 136

Lawrence Gerbert gebertll@gmail.com 0419 581 624

Ida Mak idascmak@gmail.com 0488 332 438

Staff

St Tom’s Hope Staff

wardens

Child Safety Officers

mailto:tramit@sttoms.org
mailto:hope@sttoms.org
mailto:josephinea@sttomshope.org
mailto:kids_hope@sttoms.org
mailto:kgijsbers@hotmail.com
mailto:sylvia_forgive@hotmail.com
mailto:gebertll@gmail.com
mailto:johnc@sttoms.org
mailto:ruthn@sttoms.org?subject=
mailto:joshuam@sttoms.org
mailto:joeyc@sttoms.org
mailto:denisec@sttoms.org
mailto:admin@sttoms.org
mailto:ch.admin@sttoms.org

